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It would be rash for any writer to attempt to give an
adequate analysis of the Kaiser's psychology on July 5,
1914, or at any other time. Karl Kautsky, the German
Socialist leader, thinks he was already something of a mad-
man. Herman Lutz has made an elaborate study to show
that the Emperor had long suffered from periods of mani-
acal depression, each of which coincided with one of the
insensate bellicose gestures with which he had continually
alarmed Europe.24 Other writers, having read the Kaiser's
emotional speeches during the War, alternating between
exaltation and tearfulness, or his futile "Comparative
Tables" and Memoirs composed after the War, think of him
variously as a dangerous paranoiac, an incurable megalo-
maniac, or an egotistical simpleton; but they forget that to
judge leaders, even in the Entente countries, by what they
said under the stress of War or for political propaganda, is
no fair indication of their pre-War views or mental condi-
tion. They forget, in reading the historically inaccurate
effusions from Doom, the disintegrating effect upon an emo-
tional and excitable mind of the strain of years of war To
estimate the Kaiser's attitudes in July, 1914, there is no
better material than the marginal notes which he jotted
down on the despatches which were laid before him. This
was a practice which he had long since adopted in imitation
of Bismarck, who found it a great saving of time to indicate
his wishes by marginal notes, rather than by writing out or
dictating long instructions. Bismarck and William II sup-
posed that these verba privatissima would always'remain
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